Essay outline                                                                                       NAME:

· Paste this document onto a Google Doc. You can type on this sheet to make it as long as you need. 
· Only your first subtopic should be informational. Giving the reader important background information to define the problem and understand why it’s important should take up at most a third of your paper. 

Requirements: 

· You are writing a 6-8 page argumentative essay. Develop a thesis that proposes real life solutions to the problems you write about in the first 1/3 or so of the paper (the informational part). Then, identify and describe the real life solutions with well researched evidence (last 2/3 or so of your paper). 
· 12 point Times New Roman, 1.5 spacing, normal margins. 

· Citation: Minimum 10 separate, credible sources. Use Chicago Style, FOOTNOTES. You can cite lectures, videos, guest speakers, and a wide variety of online resources. 
· Remember that plagiarism is a serious academic offense (students get expelled from college for plagiarism). If you are quoting a few lines from a source, indicate that with quotation marks. If you are paraphrasing a chunk of text, write it in your own words. Impressive quotes only. 
	Introduction

Includes thesis, a summary of your main points and a hook to draw the reader in.
	Ideas for introduction:  Write your intro paragraph.  What is this essay about? List your main ideas. HOOK: Is there a really great quote or interesting way to start your paper?  If you are stuck on this, do this last!!  

Hook:

Thesis: DO NOT write an informational thesis. Example: “Stress is a serious problem.” No reasonable person would argue against that statement, because they already know that it’s true and don’t need to be persuaded to change their thinking.
DO write an argumentative thesis. If you can quickly think of 2-3 counter-arguments against your thesis, then your thesis is argumentative. Example: “Stress has gotten to be such a serious problem, we must now totally revamp our school system along the model of Finland, as well as instituting France’s mandatory 35 hour work week to help adults achieve a healthier work-life balance.” Can you think of counter-arguments to this thesis? Can you also think of ways that the writer could go about proving his/her point? If so, then it’s a good argumentative thesis.


	
	

	Informational Giving the reader important background information to define the problem and understand why it’s important should take up at most a third of your paper. 


	What will this section be about? Include 5-10 important facts to support your argument.
Any especially clever or impactful quotes that you might use?  Fill out this section only if the quotes express ideas or facts in an especially powerful or clever way. If it doesn’t meet that standard, paraphrase or don’t use it at all. 


	Solution #1
What evidence do you have to support a real life solution to the problem you are writing about? 

	What will this section be about? Include 5-10 important facts to support your argument.
Any especially clever or impactful quotes that you might use?  Fill out this section only if the quotes express ideas or facts in an especially powerful or clever way. If it doesn’t meet that standard, paraphrase or don’t use it at all. 



	Solution #2
What evidence do you have to support a real life solution to the problem you are writing about? 

	What will this section be about? Include 5-10 important facts to support your argument.
Any especially clever or impactful quotes that you might use?  Fill out this section only if the quotes express ideas or facts in an especially powerful or clever way. If it doesn’t meet that standard, paraphrase or don’t use it at all. 




Citation

Redwood social studies teachers expect students to use the Chicago Manual of Style when citing academic work. I require footnotes. This essay requires 10 cited sources.
Make sure your footnotes are in Times New Roman, 10 point font.

How To (Use CTRL + ALT + F to create a footnote)

Create at least one footnote on this part of the document then show it to your teacher.
Citing the same work more than once

If you cite the same source
 twice in a row, use the word Ibid.
 If you cite the same source again, but have other sources in between,
 use an abbreviated citation.
 

Block Quotes
If the quote you use is more than 2-3 sentences, you should use block quotes. Reduce the font to 10 point, then follow the format below. 

Aye, aye, aye, aye, aye, aye, aye, aye
Me plus you (I'ma tell you one time)
Me plus you (One time, I'ma tell you one time)
Me plus you (One time, I'ma tell you one time)
One time (one time) one time.

� Allan Bullock, Hitler: A Study in Tyranny, (New York: 1996), pg. 203.


� Ibid.


� Bubba Smith, The Ten Habits of Appallingly Ineffective People, (New York: Penguin, 2011), pg. 83.


� Bullock, pg. 35.
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