Unit I:  Foundations of Democracy 
Today, most of us take for granted that people should have a voice in the society they live in, but this idea of democracy evolved very slowly.  A major theme throughout this course will be to better understand the limiting of governmental power, and the growth of individual rights  and the rule of law over time, along with the attempts of alternative governmental systems to crush democracy.  These democratic values can first be traced back several thousand years to the societies of ancient Greece and Rome and that is where this course begins.  
Some small Greek city-states placed a strong belief in individual rights beginning about 600 BCE   The word “democracy” comes from the Greek words meaning “rule of the people”.  Many of the political ideals of ancient Greece were absorbed by nearby Rome beginning around 500 BCE.  As the Romans grew in power and influence, they adopted many Greek ideas about government, law and citizenship.  The strength and influence of the Roman Empire spanned over three continents and lasted hundreds of years, spreading Greco-Roman ideals.  
Centuries later, conflict between nobles and kings in medieval England slowly began to limit the power of the English monarchy. One conflict, in 1215, resulted in the Magna Carta, which resulted in the king having to play by a certain set of rules. Important reforms took place in the criminal justice system as well, giving suspects basic rights that most of us take for granted today. 
Essential Questions:
Is there such a thing as one “best form of government” for all societies?
How did Greco-Roman political philosophy and political reforms in medieval England influence the development of democratic values?
Answer questions in original paragraphs.  Incorporate all relevant details. Aim for ½ a page per question.
Briefly justify your answer (“So what?”). Why was/is this information important? OR What connections can I draw between this event and other events in history or today’s world? PROOFREAD.
Greece Homework:  Read Pages 5-8 – Due Block Day, 8/28-8/29
1) How did Solon help Athens become more democratic? 
2) In your opinion, who did more to strengthen the democracy of Athens—political leaders like Cleisthenes and Pericles OR philosophers like Plato and Aristotle?  Why?

Democracy, Aristocracy, Solon, Cleisthenes, Pericles, Socrates, Plato, Natural Law.
OPTION B (Greece): Short reading on Plato (Boris Johnson). The textbook is designed for students at a 10th grade reading level. It does a good job summarizing the information you need to know. However, textbooks can be boring, especially for more advanced readers. Take a glance at the textbook reading. If you would rather tackle something more challenging/interesting, you can do Option B instead (available on the class web site)
Rome Homework:  Read Pages 10-11– Due Block Day, 9/4-9/5
1) In what ways was the Roman political system similar to the Athenians’ system and how was it different?

2) Describe the Roman republic’s system of divided government and explain the motivations behind it.

Republic, Patricians, Plebeians, Senate, Twelve Tables.
“The Mad King and Magna Carta” Due Block Day, 9/12-9/13
(Flipevich)

Assessments: Unexcused absences on the day of a quiz or test = a grade penalty.
Greece Quiz: Friday, 8/30.
Rome Quiz: Friday, 9/6.

Debate: Block Day, 9/11-9/12.

Don’t Chuckevich old assessments, HW assignments, etc. The Final Exam is comprehensive and will cover much of the same material.
